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from which we are quoting, on the fifth day of the
week on the eighth of the Ides of May, that is,
on May 8 j but in that year, 804, Ascension Day
fell on* May 9, so that for the eighth of the Ides
we must read the seventh of the Ides. The seizure
took pkce at vesper tide, after sunset. He lived
on till May 19, Whitsunday, on which day he died,
just as the day broke.

" On that night/-* to return to the Life, " above
the church of the holy Martin there was seen an
inestimable clearness of splendour, so that to persons
at a distance it seemed that the whole was on fire.
By some, that splendour was seen through the
whole night, to others it appeared three times in
the night. Joseph the Archbishop of Tours testified
that he and his companions saw this throughout
the night. Many that are still sound in body
testify the same. To more persons, however, -this
brightness appeared in the same manner, not on
that but on a former night, namely, on the night
of the first Sunday after the Ascension.

"At that same hour there was displayed to a
certain hermit in Italy the army of the heavenly
deacons, sounding forth the ineffable praises of
Christ in the air; in the midst of whom Alchuinl
stood, clothed with a most splendid dalmatic,
entering with them into heaven to minister with
perennial joy to the Eternal Pontiff. This hermit
on that same day of Pentecost told what he had
seen to one of the brethren of Tours, who was
making Ms accustomed way to visit the thresholds

1 Again the use of Alcuin's baptismal name at a critical
point